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Introduction 

 “Waqf is the most powerful sacred, strategic, 

sustainable, enduring and empowering of all 

voluntary Islamic charities”. Awqaf SA

 Focus on Policy & Impact

 Revival, 4IR, Education & Social Development

 Perspective of Awqaf SA  experience 



Awqaf SA: Context & Model
 Minority Community of between 2&3% of 55 million  +-

1.5 million?

 Colonial & Apartheid Era Oppression & Restrictions 

 Awqaf SA: Community based / NGO / (Est 2001)

 Receive Waqf donations (Waqf Capital: General/Specific Funds) 

 Waqf Funds are pooled and Invested 

 Returns (Waqf Revenues) are spent on downstream  

projects and programmes 



Waqf Revival
GROWTH LIMITING & INHIBITING FACTORS 

lack of public awareness

lack of financial institution 
awareness

lack of trained professionals in 
financial services sector

lack of enabling environment

poor corporate governance

lack of indepth knowledge, 
application, and development 
potential

POLICY IMPERATIVES

• Maqasid al Shariah

• Public Advocacy/ Awareness  

Drive

• Training of 

Scholars/Ulama/Professionals

• School/University/ Curriculum 

• Multigenerational – Long term 



Waqf Revival
AWQAF SA INITIATIVES 

• Waqf Training Programmes

• Waqf Conference

• www.Waqfacademy.org

• Online Library

• Waqf Module: Business School 

• Brochures/ Magazines/ 
Newspapers

• Active Website

• Social Media / Videos

• Khutbah

• Stakeholder engagement

• Events

POLICY IMPERATIVES

• Multipronged Approach

• Critical Success Factors  



Waqf Revival:



Waqf Revival:  SA Policy & Impact  
Enabling Environment

Freedom of Association

Adequate Legal Framework

Tax Incentives

Personal Motivational Factors

Leaders/Ulama Endorsements

Corporate Governance 

Advocacy, Education & Training

Popularisation

Corporate Social Investment

Community Reinvestment 

Community “Sovereign” Funds

Leadership:  Passion & 
Dedication

Liberalisation vs 

Regulation

Civil Society vs State 

Control    



Waqf: 4IR: Digital World 

Awqaf SA Initiatives 

 Social media

 Online learning platforms

 Online Seminars and 
Symposia

 Online University Courses

 Crowd Funding/ 

 Online payment  

Policy Imperatives

• Embrace 4IR 

• Be ahead of the pack

• Innovate

• Robotics?



Waqf: Education and Social Development 
Awqaf SA Initiatives 

 Education

Healthcare & Environment

Social Cohesion & Community 

Development

Waqf Development

Investment & Infrastructure 

Policy Imperatives

 Holistic Approach

 Community Needs    

 Plug into the SDG 2030

Plug into National 

Development Plans 





Waqf Education & Social Development



Impact : Qualitative
Behavioural changes of donors re Waqf donations  

Waqf cadres /ambassadors 

Ulama / Scholars

Groundbreaking  Research

Social Justice: Equal access to Higher Education for the 
poor

Positive Policy changes

New knowledge produced 

Influencing Policy and Stakeholders



Impact : Quantitative: Numbers
No of people reached in terms of awareness   

No of donors acquired and quantity of donations

Growth of donor base

Growth in Waqf Funds, investments, assets  

New special schools, colleges,  and Universities (free/fee)

No  of Under/ Masters/ PHD graduates

Number & Quality of faculty members

 Alumni & Parent Contributions

Measuring impact re SDG or in terms of KPI’s




